
Sweetland Engineering has been involved in numerous successful rezoning requests and, when existing zoning regulations do not meet the needs of a changing society, we have been involved in creation of new zoning districts to meet the vision of our client.  For example, Sweetland Engineering was involved, along with other team members, in the creation of the “Planned Research and Business Park District,”  in College Township to accommodate the 130 acre Penn State Research Park (now named Innovation Park.)
More recently, Sweetland Engineering was instrumental in creating a new zoning designation for the 52 acre Geisinger Medical Clinic site in Patton Township at the intersection of Gray’s Woods Boulevard and State Route 322.  Sweetland worked closely with our client, Patton Township and the Centre Regional Planning Agency to draft the “Office Buffer District 2” zoning regulation.  The new zoning regulations were successfully approved through the Township Planning Commission, Supervisor Review and Public Hearing process.  The newly created zone accommodates larger tracts of land along interchange and major highways to serve as a buffer to residential neighborhoods.  This zone allows business, services, and work places which are in harmony with residential areas and may provide services and work places for adjoining residential areas.

Sweetland Engineering was also actively involved with The Pennsylvania State University in their recent rezoning request of a 26-acre tract at the Whitehall Road and Blue Course Drive intersection.  The tract was successfully rezoned from “Rural Agricultural” to “R-4” high density residential.  Sweetland’s work included preparation of graphic mapping, applications, and presentation materials including PowerPoint material.  In addition, SEA researched supporting data including the lack of available R-4 lands in Ferguson and surrounding townships to facilitate the request.  SEA provided coordination among all involved parties including the Township and Centre Regional Planning Agency to achieve the successful rezoning.  
Concurrent with both the Geisinger and The Pennsylvania State University tract rezoning applications, Sweetland Engineering made request for inclusion into the “Growth Area Boundary” and lobbied for their inclusion.  These two requests are among the few remaining sites, from the 27 requests, being seriously considered for inclusion in the Centre Region Growth Area Boundary.
One of Sweetland Engineering’s strength lies in the coordination of complex projects involving multiple tasks, agencies, and team members.  We have gained a reputation with Penn State University in coordinating design, approvals, and construction for large challenging project such as the IST Building, Beaver Stadium expansion and East Sub Campus development.

The East Sub Campus project encompasses a parking garage and adjoining campus chiller plant, the Smeal College of Business, Forest Resources Building, the Food Science Building and relocated Penn State Creamery, and pedestrian malls.  Sweetland Engineering was responsible throughout the project preparing Land Development Approval Plans for the entire block including layout, grading, stormwater management, NPDES permitting, and HOP applications and approvals.  

The project included utility main design and extension to service all future buildings, redesign of Curtin and Bigler Roads to accommodate traffic and utility impacts, and the design of pedestrian ways, plazas, and seating areas to create a harmonious and inviting campus environment.

More importantly, to attain the ultimate vision for the site, SEA prepared the construction plans and documents for bidding of these improvements.  To ensure accurate construction and contractibility, SEA provided all surveying for the entire project from existing base mapping to utility, building, and road construction stakeout services.  SEA also provided part-time construction administration in conjunction with Sasaki Associates, Gilbane Company, and Penn State project management staff.  This 6-year project, which will provide a new “show place” on the Penn State Campus, will be completed in 2006.

Projects like the Penn State East Sub campus demonstrate our ability to work in conjunction with clients, agencies and other consultants to fulfill our clients’ needs and vision.  We have a demonstrated ability to successfully coordinate the work of multiple consultants to provide the level of expertise necessary to realize the ultimate goal – a well conceived and constructed project.  We believe that properly selecting and coordinating consultants based on expertise, proven history, local knowledge, and past success provides for the best professional team to serve the client. 
